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THE SEASON OF EASTER
GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAISE CHORUS—Let There Be Praise
OPENING PRAYER (in unison)

CTW 551-22

Almighty God,
you drew out life-giving water
from a desert rock.
In being joined with Christ,
we die to what destroys
and are raised to new life with Christ.
As streams rush into rivers,
may our lives flow into yours,
joining your creative work
for a world in need.
We’ve come to worship you,
and give praise to your name. Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!
Alleluia! Praise the Lord.
Praise God in his sanctuary,
praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise the Lord for His surpassing greatness.
Praise him for his acts of power,
Praise the Lord!
*HYMN # 111 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Christ Jesus comes among us
with extended hands and a wide embrace,
offering mercy and forgiveness
and promising new life.
Trusting in the one who has been raised from the dead,
let us make our confession.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
O God,
your love is boundless
and your grace exceeds our imaginations.
You keep finding ways to be among us,
even when the doors of our hearts are locked.
Graciously, you seek us out.
We cannot hide,
but we can confess that sin has us in its grip.
It has led us from your ways
and corrupted our best intentions,
tempting us to believe that you don’t notice,
that you aren’t even present.
Correct our vision.
Cleanse our hearts.
Create in us a place where we can welcome you
and receive the fullness
of what you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: (responsively)
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the power of sin has been defeated.
God’s love is stronger still.
This is good news!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, renewed and sent.
*GLORIA PATRI

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
The peace of the Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.)
THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
First Reading
Second Reading

Acts 5:27–32
John 20:19–31

Page 889
Page 883

This is the good news.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON: OVERCOMING FEAR WITH TRUTH
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
CHOIR
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH— Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.26 (in unison)
Life in Christ is life eternal.
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign
that God will consummate the work
of creation and reconciliation beyond death
and bring to fulfillment
the new life begun in Christ.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION—Psalm 22:25–31
Eternal God, take and use these gifts
for your purpose in the world—
giving food to the hungry,
hope to the despairing,
and new life to the dead.
Teach us to live each day for you,
so that future generations

will know your goodness
and praise your glory;
in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE SENDING
*HYMN # 109 Christ is Risen
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen!
The tomb is empty,
He is risen indeed!
Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE
*Please rise in body or in spirit

Psalm 150
Everything That Breathes
Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty firmament![a]
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his surpassing greatness!
3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
5 Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
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PRAYER LIST
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank
you.
Father Pat Kirsch
Gloria P.
Mary R.
Barb Richter
Cathy Rocus
Claudette Segear
Tim Forberger
Katrin Wolf & Family
Chris Wolfe
Eva Tomb
Richard McKim

