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GATHERING 
 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
GATHERING 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                    Psalm 1 
 
Blessed are the ones who do not 
walk in the counsel of the wicked, 
Nor stand in the path of sinners, 
But whose delight is in the law of the Lord,  
and who meditates on his law day and night.  
They are like trees planted along the riverbank,  
which yields its fruit in season 
Their leaves never wither, 
and in all that they do, they prosper.  
Praise the Lord! 
 
HYMN #482 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                              Joel 2:12-13 
 
Even now,” declares the Lord, 

“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

Render your heart 
and not your garments. 

Return to the Lord your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate,  

slow to anger and abounding in love, 
Let us make our confession and receive God’s welcome. 
 
  



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (in unison)                      CTW 2021-22 
 
Sustaining God, 
you would have us be deeply rooted in you,  
finding strength in your word 
and nourishment in your grace.  
More often, though, we live as chaff, 
blown here and there by the winds of circumstance. 
Forgive our lack of permanency 
and our failures to hold fast to our commitments. 
Grow in us faith 
that we might be firmly planted in your promises, 
released from sin, 
and open to the life you have shown us in Jesus Christ. Amen 
(silent prayer) 
 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively) 
 
Our great God and Savior Jesus Christ  
gave himself for us to redeem us 
from all wickedness and 
to purify for himself a people 
that are his very own, 
eager to do what is good and pleasing to him. 
Brothers and sisters, believe the Good News of the gospel. 
In Christ Jesus, we are forgiven, renewed, and sent. 
 
GLORIA PATRI 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST:  (responsively) 
 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace. 
 
  



THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison) 
 
Saving God, source of our calling,  
your Word is full of power and glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
so that we may receive your grace  
and live as your beloved children, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
FIRST READING:                 Leviticus  19:9-10            Page 93 
 
SECOND READING:            Ruth 2:1-23                      Page 211 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON:  OBEDIENT COMPASSION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.15) 
 
God’s sovereign love is a mystery  
beyond the reach of the human mind. 
Human thought ascribes to God 
superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  
But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ  
by showing power in the form of a servant,  
wisdom in the folly of the cross, 
and goodness in receiving  
sinful men and women. 
The power of God’s love in Christ  
to transform the world 
discloses that the Redeemer  
is the Lord and Creator  
who made all things 
to serve the purpose of God’s love. 



 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE  (responsively) 
 
Joining our hearts and minds in prayer,  
let us call on the name of the Lord, 
lifting others in prayer that we all may receiving your healing,  
peace and comfort, saying: O God of grace, bless us with peace. 
 
We pray for the church . . . 
Let all that we say and do 
be done for the sake of the gospel,  
sharing the blessing and joy of salvation.  
O God of grace, bless us with peace. 
 
We pray for the world . . . 
Lift up the downtrodden, gather up the outcast,  
rebuild ruined cities, and heal this wounded  
planet, so that all people and creatures may praise you. 
O God of grace, bless us with peace. 
 
We pray for this community . . .  
Show us how to help the neighbors  
who are gathered around our door, 
welcoming them with the love of Jesus. 
O God of grace, bless us with peace. 
 
We pray for loved ones . . . 
Reach out to those who are sick or hurting. 
By your healing touch, lift them up  
so that they may live to serve you. 
 
O God of grace, 
bless us with peace. 
strengthen your people 
so that we may all live in the world  
as those you have chosen and called; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
  



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 

 

*HYMN #540 God  Be with You Till We Meet Again 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE  TO THE CONGREGATION 

(responsively)                                                   Deuteronomy 33:12 

The beloved of the Lord rests in safety— 
the High God surrounds them all day long— 
the beloved of the Lord rests on his loving arms.  
May God bless and keep you all. Amen. 
 

*POSTLUDE 

* Please stand if you are able. 

 

  



Psalm 1 

¹ Blessed is the one 
who does not walk in step with the wicked  

or stand in the way that sinners take 
or sit in the company of mockers, 

2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law day and night. 

3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,  
which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither—  
whatever they do prospers. 

4 Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff 

that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  

nor sinners in the assembly of therighteous. 
6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
We are starting a new prayer list beginning January, 2022. 
 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank 
you. 

Father Pat Kirsch 
Margaret McKenrick 

Gloria P. 
Mary R. 

Barb Richter 
Claudette Segear 

Chris Wolfe 
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