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GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAISE CHORUS: Just as I Am
OPENING PRAYER (in unison)
Father, we invite your searching gaze into our hearts this morning.
Examine us thoroughly as we offer you praises
and worship you with hymns and songs.
Help us to return to you
and to your loving covenant
as we respond to your calling
and serve in your Kingdom. Amen.
C
ALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) Psalm 15
Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
Who may enter your presence on Your holy mountain?
Those who live honestly, practice righteousness,
who speak the truth from sincere hearts.
Those who refuse to gossip
or harm their neighbors
or speak evil of their friends.
Those who despise flagrant sinners,
and honor the faithful followers of the Lord,
and keep their promises even when it hurts.
Those who lend money to the poor without charging interest,
and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
Such people will stand firm forever.
Praise be to our God!
*HYMN # 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

*CALL TO CONFESSION: Romans 3:23
In Christ, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things.
Confident in God’s grace,
let us confess our sin before God and seek God’s forgiveness
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) CTW—551
Merciful Savior,
you stand beside us,
yet we prefer to stand on our own.
You choose us,
yet we choose worry.
You attend to us,
yet we attend to our work.
Forgive us, gentle Teacher.
Call us by name and visit us once more
that we might find at your feet
our joy, our purpose, and our hope.
Amen. [silent confession]
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)
Listen, I will tell you a mystery!
By his body and his cross,
Jesus reconciles all who were once estranged.
Christ in you is the glory of God.
Believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven, renewed and sent!
*GLORIA PATRI
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also, with you.
(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.)

THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (responsively)
Faithful God,
how blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness.
Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit
so that we may glorify you
in the company of the faithful;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 7:1-53 Pg. 890
SECOND READING: Galatians 3:15-29 Pg. 946

SERMON: Why was the LAW given?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN #150 The Law of God, is Good and Wise (Vs. 1-3) (see insert)
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell;
on the third day, He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
*HYMN # 356 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION Romans 15:5-6
May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony
with one another,
in accord with Christ,
that together you may
with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
*Please Stand if you are able
Psalm 15:
Who Shall Abide in God’s Sanctuary?
Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
Who may enter your presence on your holy mountain?
2 Those who lives honestly, practices righteousness,
who speak the truth from sincere hearts.
3 Those who refuse to gossip
or harm their neighbors
or speak evil of their friends.
4 Those who despise flagrant sinners,
and honor the faithful followers of the Lord,
and keep their promises even when it hurts.
5 Those who lend money without charging interest,
and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
Such people will stand firm forever.
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PRAYER LIST
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
814-472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances.
Thank you.
Tim and Paula Craw
Father Pat Kirsch
James O’Hara
Gloria P.
Dan Quaglia
Mary R.
Cathy Rocus
Bob S.
Claudette Segear
Tim Forberger
Katrin Wolf & Family
Chris Wolfe
Eva Tomb
Richard McKim
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