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GATHERING 
 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER (responsively) 

Lord, your Spirit prepares the way within us reshaping our lives. 
Open our eyes this morning to see the joy you are bringing during 
this season as we sing hymns and listen to your living Word, that we 
may sing your praise. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) 

When we were low, 
God raised us up. 
When we were weak, 
God made us strong. 
When we were weeping, 
God brought us joy. 
In unison:  The Lord is our righteousness: 

Weeping may linger for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning. 

 
*HYMN #564 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (blue hymnal) 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION: Colossians 3:13 

Jesus calls us to enter the joy of discipleship, 
the joy of following in his way. 
But sin clings closely, 
and we struggle to respond fully to Christ’s invitation. 
Let us seek God’s forgiveness 
so that we may know more deeply the joy God intends. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

God of perfect love, 
you continually bring forth life, 
transforming sadness to joy, 
and despair to hope. 
We are weak, but you are strong. 



Our ways are flawed, but your ways are true. 
We are seldom right, but you are never wrong. 
Forgive us, redeem us, transform us. 
Take away the sin that burdens us, 
and restore us to the people you would have us be, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen [silent confession] 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively) 

Relentlessly God seeks us out. 
With abundant grace and boundless mercy, 
God seeks us out. 
This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and sent. 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also, with you. 

(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.) 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison) 

Holy God, our hope and strength, 
by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts 
for the coming of your Word, 
so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING:  Acts 11:1-18   Pg. 895 
SECOND READING: Galatians 2:11-21 Pg. 946 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON: “NEVER GIVE IN” 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
HYMN #333 O Brothers, Lift Your Voices 
 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.19) 
Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. 
His faith and obedience were the response 
of the perfect child of God. 
He was the fulfillment 
of God’s promise to Israel, 
the beginning of the new creation, 
and the pioneer of the new humanity. 
He gave history its meaning and direction 
and called the church to be his servant 
for the reconciliation of the world. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 2 Cor. 8:12–15 

Generous God, we give you thanks 
for all your blessings to us. 
Use these gifts we offer 
as a sign of your great love for the world, 
so that all may know and share 
the abundance of your grace; 
in your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! 
They will come from east and west, 
and from north and south, 
and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, 
when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, 
he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him. 
This is the Lord's table. 
Our Savior invites those who trust him 
to share the feast which he has prepared. 

 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration: (responsively)  CTW 551C 

The Lord be with you. 
And also, with you. 

 



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God: 
Your realm extends from Israel to every nation on earth. 
You bless the work of the prophets who labor in your name. 
You reach out with healing grace to strangers and friends. 
Draw us together and join us to Christ 
so we may receive forgiveness for our sin, 
find the new life Jesus brings us, 
and live by faith in him now and always, 
as we proclaim your glory and sing to your holiness, 
joining the universal church and heavenly choir: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior: 
Jesus came with power, authority, and peace. 
He sends us into the world to proclaim your message: 
The kingdom of God has come near. 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us 
and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

 

 

 



Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, gracious God, 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break together, and the cup we share together, 
may retell our common stories together, 
and reshape our common bonds together, 
and remember our common grace together, 
in the communion of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
the One in whose life and death you have torn down our divisions. 
 
Give us new life, so that we may no longer be bound 
by deception, corruption, and transgression, 
but follow your will, obey your rule, and seek your peace. 
 
As Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER—1 Cor. 11:23-26 
 
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup: 
Jesus said "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never 
be hungry;” 
"I am the vine; you are the branches. Cut off from me you can do 
nothing, he who believes in me will never thirst.” 
 
Prayer after Communion (unison) 

Holy Spirit, you have filled us with your life. 
Christ our Savior, you have embraced us in your love. 
God our Mother and Father, you have fed us with your grace. 
Now send us out into your beloved world 
to share your life, your love, your grace with all. 
Blessing and honor and glory to you, 
holy, holy, holy Lord. Amen. 
 
*HYMN #562 Eternal Father, Strong to Save (blue hymnal) 



*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION: (responsively)   
1Thessalonians 5:16–24 

May the God of peace make you holy 
and the power of the Spirit sustain you 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
CHORAL BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

  



Psalm 30: Thanksgiving for Recovery from Grave Illness 
 

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up 
and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 

and you have healed me. 
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 
4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 
5 For his anger is but for a moment; 

his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning. 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
“I shall never be moved.” 

7 By your favor, O Lord, 
you had established me as a strong mountain; 

you hid your face; 
I was dismayed. 

8 To you, O Lord, I cried, 
and to the Lord I made supplication: 
9 “What profit is there in my death, 

if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 

Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! 

O Lord, be my helper!” 
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing; 

you have taken off my sackcloth 
and clothed me with joy, 

12 so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER LIST 

 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank 
you. 

Tim and Paula Craw 
Father Pat Kirsch 

James O’Hara 
Gloria P. 

Dan Quaglia 
Mary R. 

Barb Richter 
Bob S. 

Cathy Rocus 
Claudette Segear 

Tim Forberger 
Katrin Wolf & Family 

Chris Wolfe 
Eva Tomb 

Richard McKim 










