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GATHERING 
 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER (responsively) 

Gracious God, we thank you for all you have done for us. We thank you because we 
are called by your mighty name, and you are our God the only true God. Accept our 
thanksgiving this morning. And now fill us with joy, inspire us with your Spirit, surprise 
us with miracles of above, and bind us with your chord of unity so that we worship 
you in one accord this morning in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) 

Our souls long for you, O God; 
where are you? 
In raging wind? 
In trembling earth? 
In blazing flames? 
Our souls long for you, O God; where are you? 
Silence.. . 
Meet us once more, O God, 
in stillness, in silence, in smallness. 
Come now, O God, we’ve come to worship You. 
Enter our hearts and minds, present now for you. 

 
*HYMN # 348 Faith of our Fathers (red hymnal) 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION:      Colossians 3:13 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the LORD forgave you. Therefore, let us approach the throne of God’s gracious mercy 
and confess our sin to God. 
 
  



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
God of Grace, 
we have harmed your children whom you love. 
Because we do not understand them, 
we segregate them, 
we reject them, 
we demonize them, 
and we hurt them. 
Forgive us, in your infinite love, 
and teach us to welcome all of your children 
until our hospitality is as wide as your mercy. 
Help us to understand others 
as we wish to be understood. 
Guide us to love one another as you love us. Amen. 
[silent confession] 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively) 

Here is the good news! 

Christ died for us,  
Christ rose for us,  
Christ reigns in power for us,  
Christ prays for us.  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
Friends, receive the truth and the good news of God’s mercy. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, renewed and sent! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also, with you. 

(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.) 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison) Psalms 119:18-24 
Faithful God, how blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit 
so that we may glorify you 
in the company of the faithful; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 22:1-5 Pg. 907 
SECOND READING: Galatians 1:13-28 Pg. 945 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON: CHOSEN FOR CHANGE 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
HYMN #372 Lord, I Want to be a Christian (blue hymnal) 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33) 

The life, death, resurrection, 
and promised coming of Jesus Christ 
has set the pattern for the church’s mission. 
His human life involves the church 
in the common life of all people. 
His service to men and women 
commits the church 
to work for every form of human well-being. 
His suffering makes the church sensitive 
to all human suffering 
so that it sees the face of Christ 
in the faces of persons in every kind of need. 
His crucifixion discloses to the church 
God’s judgment on the inhumanity 
that marks human relations, 
and the awful consequences 
of the church’s own complicity in injustice. 
In the power of the risen Christ 
and the hope of his coming, 
the church sees the promise 
of God’s renewal of human life in society 



and of God’s victory over all wrong. 
The church follows this pattern 
in the form of its life 
and in the method of its action. 
So to live and serve 
is to confess Christ as Lord. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

Gracious God, 
we rejoice in your forgiveness, so that we may serve you in the spirit of gratitude. You 
have been our refuge in times of distress and have en-rolled us in your unfailing love. 
You have sent us your Son to be our Savior; you sent us not only the law but also the 
gospel of mercy. Lord, great is your faithfulness and your compassion. 
 
May your Spirit give strength to all your faithful people as they work and witness your 
salvation in the world. Unite us in your truth and love and help us to show your love to 
others. We pray for everyone and every place, where there is injustice and war. We pray 
for those in need, for those in hospitals, and for those who are expecting medical 
reports. We pray that they feel your presence and loving care. Surround them with your 
warm comforting arms and intervene in their battle; restore their hopes and show them 
your unfailing love. 
 
Lord, equip and help us to defend the cause of the weak, speak truth, and exercise 
justice for those who need it. Father, strengthen our faith and we ask that everything 
we will do this week, be for the manifesta-tion of your glory. Give us grace that we 
understand the meaning and purpose of your love in our lives and our calling. Now, 
answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes as we pray in unison the Lord’s prayer: 
 
Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
 

*HYMN #515 God of Our Fathers (red hymnal) 
 
  



*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION (responsively) 2 Thessalonians 2:14 
It was for this the Lord called you through the gospel of salva-tion; that you may obtain 
and share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ to those who might believe. 
To God be the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 
*Please stand if you are able. 

 
 

Psalms 20 Trust in God 

1 May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;  
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  

2 May he send you help from the sanctuary  
and grant you support from Zion.  

3 May he remember all your sacrifices  
and accept your burnt offerings.[b]  

4 May he give you the desire of your heart  
and make all your plans succeed.  

5 May we shout for joy over your victory  
and lift up our banners in the name of our God. 

May the Lord grant all your requests. 
6 Now this I know:  

The Lord gives victory to his anointed.  
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary  
with the victorious power of his right hand.  
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,  

but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.  
8 They are brought to their knees and fall,  

but we rise up and stand firm.  
9 Lord, give victory to the king!  

Answer us when we call! 
 
 

 

 

 



PRAYER LIST 

 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank 
you. 

Tim and Paula Craw 
Father Pat Kirsch 

James O’Hara 
Gloria P. 

Dan Quaglia 
Mary R. 

Barb Richter 
Bob S. 

Cathy Rocus 
Claudette Segear 

Tim Forberger 
Katrin Wolf & Family 

Chris Wolfe 
Eva Tomb 

Richard McKim 










