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THE SEASON OF EASTER 
 

GATHERING 
 

TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAISE CHORUS—Jesus, Name Above All Names 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Creator God, 
you drew out life-giving water 
from a desert rock. 
We give you thanks 
for the water of baptism. 
In being joined with Christ, 
we die to what destroys 
and are raised to new life with Christ. 
As streams rush into rivers, 
may our lives flow into yours, 
joining your creative work 
for a world in need. Bless our worship this morning, 
empower us with your Living Word and 
send us out to the world in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) Psalm 99:1-3 

The Lord reigns! Let the people tremble.  
He is enthroned above the cherubim.  
Let the earth quake.  
Yahweh is great in Zion;  
He is exalted above all the Earth.  
Let people praise Your greatness.  
and awe-inspiring name.  
He is Holy, Majestic and Mighty. 
The rays of His salvation break forth 
with healing, wholeness, restoration and peace. 
Let us Worship the Lord, our God. 

 



*HYMN #455 All Creatures of Our God and King (Vv. 1-3, 5) 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

We are a people living in sin. 
We are a people in need of God’s vision, 
praying for our eyes to be opened. 
We are a people in need of God’s reversal, 
praying for our hearts to be softened. 
We are a people in need of God’s reconciliation, 
praying that our faces might be illumined by God’s presence. 
Let us claim our need of God, confessing our sin together. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) John 10 

Gracious God, 
we equate our judgment with your judgment, 
and often consider our ways to be your ways. 
We define peace as the absence of disruption, 
holding our comfort as your aim 
and thinking our preferences reflect your way. 
Too often we act as if we are your authoritative witnesses, 
believing our worldview corresponds with your vision, 
and that our narrative contains your hope for the future. 
O God, dislodge us from our sinful assumptions. 
Forgive our selfish views. 
Correct us with your truth 
And teach us by your Spirit. Amen (silent prayer) 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: (responsively) 

It is the Lord who opens eyes to see. 
It is the Lord who softens hearts to hear. 
It is the Lord who returns us to God’s presence. 
Peace, peace, peace— 
you are loved. You are enough. You belong. 
In Jesus Christ you are restored. 
Thanks be to our God forever and ever. Amen 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also, with you. 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM—By Rev. Carl Templin 
Baptism ceremony of BeenyJwok Owar Ojha 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison) 

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. 
Open wounded hearts to the balm of your Word. 
Speak to us in clear tones 
so that we might feel our spirits leap for joy 
and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS: 
First Reading Acts 16:9-15 Page 900 
Second Reading John 5:1-9 Page 866 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON: Growing Out of Scuffling 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
HYMN # 492 Baptized in Water 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.26 (in unison) 

Life in Christ is life eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign 
that God will consummate the work 
of creation and reconciliation beyond death 
and bring to fulfillment 
the new life begun in Christ. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Almighty God, 
you are our foundation, the solid ground in which we stand. Thank you for giving us 
hope in this life and for loving us as we are. You are filled with loving care, endowed 
with compassion, abundant in grace, and truth. Praise to you O Lord, for calling us to 
follow the ways of your risen Son Jesus Christ and care for those who are in need. You 
called us witnesses through the waters of baptism, to the message of the gospel and to 
act as evangelists for your church, both with words and actions. 



Therefore, give us courage, O God, to speak boldly in your name and let your light and 
love shine through us that your salvation may be brought to every place through the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We lift up nations and leaders around the world. Bless the Church worldwide as she 
continues to proclaim the gospel of salvation through the gifts of your servants in the 
field. Shine in our darkness and send us your cure and heal the sick. Lord, comfort the 
sorrow-ful and strengthen the weak through the miraculous acts that your Son Jesus 
Christ brought on earth and through our nurses and doc-tors. 
 
Guide us, O Lord, in the path of discipleship, so that, as you have blessed us, we may be 
a blessing for others. We ask all these in the name of your Only Son and our risen Lord, 
Christ Jesus, who taught us to pray saying: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE SENDING 

 
*HYMN # 490 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (see insert) 
 
*BLESSING AND CHARGE (responsively) 

May God bless you and keep you, 
May God be gracious to you 
and may His loving face shine on you 
and restore your faith. May His salvation be known on earth through you, 
and among all the nations, now and forever. Amen. 

 
*POSTLUDE 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 67 Making God Known 

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us  
and make his face shine on us—[b]  

2 so that your ways may be known on earth,  
your salvation among all nations. 

3 May the peoples praise you, God;  
may all the peoples praise you.  

4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
for you rule the peoples with equity 
 and guide the nations of the earth.  
5 May the peoples praise you, God;  

may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; God,  

our God, blesses us.  
7 May God bless us still,  

so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 

PRAYER LIST 

 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank 
you. 

Father Pat Kirsch 
James O’Hara 

Gloria P. 
Dan Quaglia 

Mary R. 
Barb Richter 
Cathy Rocus 

Claudette Segear 
Tim Forberger 

Katrin Wolf & Family 
Chris Wolfe 
Eva Tomb 

Richard McKim 








