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GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison)
Almighty God, we rejoice in your gift of life and celebrate the beauty of nature
around us. Thank you for gathering us today to worship you in this sanctuary.
Lord, we ask that the mystery of your presence is revealed to us today through
the power of the Holy Spirit, who is invisible, yet touches our hearts, inspires us,
and opens our eyes to see you.
Come Lord, fill us with your Spirit and this place with the splendor of your glory.
Accept our worship as praises and joy offerings. Let everything we do today be
channeled through your realm in heavens. Keep us ready, alert and dressed for
action as we witness your gracious love to others. Open the gates of heavens
and fill us with the divine wisdom as we worship and listen to your Word. Amen.
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Come, everyone! Clap your hands!
Shout to the Lord and sing joyful praises!
For the Lord our God is gracious and loving,
He is the great King of all the earth.
We gather to praise and worship God,
Let us proclaim his righteousness to the world.
*HYMN #376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
*CALL TO CONFESSION: 1 John 1:8-10
If we say, “We have no sin,” we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. Therefore, let us approach God with confidence and our
confess our sins your heart.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
You call us to be your witnesses to the ends of the earth and clothe us with
power from on high. Yet we stand still, our eyes fixed on the heavens, as
though Jesus will reappear in the clouds to point the way. We cling to the
past, for we find com-fort in familiar traditions, even if they no longer serve
your purposes. We fear the future, for we cannot imagine a new sea-son of
ministry, even though you promise to empower us. Refo-cus us, O Lord,

and fill us with expectant hope as we step into the future you will bring.
Baptize us again with your Spirit and enlighten our hearts to discern your
will, so that we might em-body the fullness of Christ at work in the world.
Amen (silent confession)
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (responsively) Psalm 28:6-7
Praise be to the Lord,
for he has heard my cry for mercy.
The Lord is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.
Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, renewed, and sent!
*GLORIA PATRI
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.)
THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (responsively)

Psalm 119:105

O Lord, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to
receive your truth in faith and love, and strength to fol-low on the path you set
before us, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
FIRST READING:

Esther 4:1-16

Page 388

SECOND READING:

John 15:1-8

Page 878

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON:

COURAGE IN THE EYES OF WOMEN

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts, as we for-give our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
*HYMN #310 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION (responsively)

2 John 3

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us
from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior, and the Holy Spirit,
our comforter and counselor in truth and love. Amen.
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
*Please rise in body or in spirit.
Psalm 100 A Psalm of Thanksgiving
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!
2 Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing with joy.
3 Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.[a]
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
and his faithfulness continues to each generation.
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PRAYER LIST
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List,
please call the church office at 472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets
near each of the front entrances. Thank you.
Jim Brown
Len Dixon
Anne Sedor Johnson
Curtis Mellott
Colleen Wagner
Chris Wolfe

Ashton Dixon
Jamie
John Magyar
Jeff Vietmeier
Randy Wike
Todd Youngblood

