Ebensburg Presbyterian
Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EbensburgPresbyterianChurch
Webpage: https://ebgpresby.org

THE SEASON OF EASTER
GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAISE CHORUS Jesus, Name Above All Names
OPENING PRAYER (in unison)
Loving God,
as you knit us together in our mothers' womb
and breathe us into being,
you gave us the gift of life and brought us
into this world through our mothers.
Thank you for our mothers
and for women who have cared for us like mothers to us.
We are grateful for their love, guidance, encouragement,
influence and care in our life.
May our words, actions
and way of life reflect your love
and bring honor to your name.
Bless our worship this morning,
O God, our Mother.
In the name of your Son
and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Lift your hearts,
raise your voices,
and join the heavenly host
who forever sing:
Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.

*HYMN #476 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! (vv 1-4)
*CALL TO CONFESSION Psalm 23
Even if we walk in the darkest of valleys,
we have nothing to fear, for God is with us.
Let us stand before the throne of the Lamb with confidence,
trusting in God’s desire to redeem and restore us.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Eternal God,
in the presence of our enemies,
we divide and demonize.
When you face our enemies,
you choose neither contempt nor punishment,
but set a table and make provision for us all.
Our ways are not your ways, O Creator,
and they are an affront to the work of your hands.
Have mercy on us, O God, and heal us.
Send our risen Lord among us again
to repair relationships and restore humanity.
Set us free to share the love of Christ Jesus
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: (responsively) John 10
Hear your Shepherd’s voice:
Jesus says, I give you eternal life.
You will never perish.
No one can snatch you out of my hand.
Believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, nurtured, and safe.
*GLORIA PATRI
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also, with you.
(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.)

THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (in unison)
Loving God,
as we now turn to your Word, may the Holy Spirit rest upon us. Help us to be
steadfast in our hearing, calm our thoughts, clear the cobwebs from our ears and
penetrate the corners of our hearts with your living Word, Mother God. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
First Reading

Psalm 23

Page 435

Second Reading

2 Timothy 3:14-15

Page 967

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
SERMON: MOTHER: THE INVALUABLE INFLUENCER
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
CHOIR
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.26
Life in Christ is life eternal.
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign
that God will consummate the work
of creation and reconciliation beyond death
and bring to fulfillment
the new life begun in Christ.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison) (Source: Jeff Shrowder 1999, The Billabong)
Gracious and holy God,
accept what we offer today:
our cheques and cash, our faltering steps,
our brokenness, our leftovers,
our hope, our risking, our lives.
Bless and transform all that we offer
and all that we hold back,
that new life may be ours,
to celebrate and share in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gracious God,
thank you for our mothers,
for the women who played great roles
in our life. We pray for all mothers in the world
and those who are planning to be mothers.
Give them courage of childbearing,
and bless those with mothers’ heart.
We pray for the church . . .
Give us the grace to stand with those
who are washed in the blood of the Lamb
and now worship at your throne in glory.
God of new life, hear our prayer.
We pray for the world . . .
Feed the hungry; give drink to the thirsty.
Guide them to the springs of the water of life
and wipe away every tear from their eyes.
God of new life, hear our prayer.
We pray for this community . . .
Let us be faithful disciples in this place,
devoted to good works and charity
and humbly serving others in your name.
God of new life, hear our prayer.
We pray for loved ones . . .
Walk with those who are in dark valleys.
Comfort them and protect them from harm.
Show them your goodness and mercy.
God of new life, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, keep us working and praying
for the coming of your holy realm of peace,
when we will share abundant life with you;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord,
who taught us to pray,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
*HYMN # 387 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGAATION
God has given us mothers
to carry us, nurture us,
lead us, teach, and mold us into the people we are today.
May our Mother God sustain us,
strengthen our faith and revive our hopes unto eternity.
Amen.
*POSTLUDE
*Please rise in body or in spirit

Psalm 150
Everything That Breathes
Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty firmament! [a]
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his surpassing greatness!
3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
5 Praise him with clanging cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
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PRAYER LIST
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank
you.
Father Pat Kirsch
James O’Hara
Gloria P.
Dan Quaglia
Mary R.
Barb Richter
Cathy Rocus
Claudette Segear
Tim Forberger
Katrin Wolf & Family
Chris Wolfe
Eva Tomb
Richard McKim

