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Christ the King Sunday 
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GATHERING 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER: (in unison) 

 
Gracious God,  
as the morning breaks, shine forth your gracious love to every living being 
on earth and invite them to your sanctuary to worship the Lord. Bind our 
thoughts to yourself and open our eyes to see your mercy, our Great King, 
as we praise you with hymns and listen to your living word this morning. 
Come now in the power of the Holy spirit, Amen.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP : (Responsively)     Ps. 95 
 

O come, let us sing to the LORD;  
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 
 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 
For the LORD is a great God,  
and a great King above all gods. 
 
In his hand are the depths of the earth;  
the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 
The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land,  
which his hands have formed. 
 
O come, let us worship and bow down,  
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand. 
 

*HYMN # Now Thank We All Our God  
 
 
 
  



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
  

God of mercy,  
who has compassion for the lost and the least, in disbelief and denial, we 
ask: “When did we see you among us?” We should have seen you in the 
classmate on the playground whom we did not invite to join our game. Or 
in the stranger on the sidewalk whom we crossed the street to avoid. Or in 
the neighbor at the nursing home, whom we left to carry her pain alone. We 
should have seen you in the man begging for work or a warm meal, in the 
woman struggling to overcome addiction, in the child seeking refuge from 
the terrors of violence. But, instead, we turned away. Forgive us, Lord. 
Break our hearts for what breaks yours and give us compassion and 
courage to respond to the suffering of this world. Amen [silent confession] 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (responsively)   Romans 8:34   
 

Hear the good news!  
Who is in a position to condemn?  
No one. Only Christ and Christ died for us,  
Christ rose for us, and Christ reigns in power for us,  
Christ prays for us.  
Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
In Jesus Christ we are Forgiven, Renewed and Sent.  

 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also, with you. 

(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.) 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: Psalm 99 by Amy Loving— (in unison)     
 
Mighty God, 
you spoke to your people in the pillar of cloud  
as they walked together in the wilderness.  
Speak to us through your Word today, 
that we may hear your calling us  
out of the wilderness places in our lives  
and into new places you have promised to show us.  
in the name of Christ, we pray. Amen 

 
  



FIRST READING:   Ephesians 1:15–23 
   
SECOND READING:   Matthew 25:31-46 
                             

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON: “GENEROSITY WITHOUT CALCULATION” 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Prayers of the People (Responsively) 
 
Please respond “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 

(A Prayer for Ethiopia from the World Council of Churches) 
 
Almighty God, 
we give you praise for your abundant mercy, grace and faithfulness. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

You have kept your promise to us: “my peace I give to you not as the world 
giveth.” 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

May your peace, given in Christ, 
be made real in the midst of tension, disagreement, heartbreak and devastation. 

Etc. 

May your peace, that surpasses human understanding, 
be shed abroad in the hearts of all Ethiopians. 

May your peace bring calm among the chaos that has unfolded 
in different communities throughout the nation of Ethiopia. 

God of peace, we pray too for love, kindness and compassion 
will lead to reconciliation and lasting peace.    



Uproot the seeds of bitterness and rage that have created walls of division 
that hinders your promised peace. 

In its place, may seeds of mutual respect, genuine love, sincere compassion 
and a willingness to live in harmony, be planted and nourished. 

God of all, we pray for the softening of people’s hearts one to the other, 
so that the hungry will be fed, the naked clothed, the needs of all are met. 

Bring healing to all who are sick and hospitalized, 
especially those who have become infected with COVID-19; 
may those who care for sick and dying not grow weary in well-doing. 

Divine Comforter, may your abiding presence be with the most vulnerable, 
who lives are often greatly impacted: women, children, people with different 
disabilities, refugees and other displaced people, hiding for fear of their lives.   

Give wisdom, we pray, to the leaders at all levels in Ethiopia, 
that they will seek to bring an end to the ongoing conflict, 
seeking above all else the interest and welfare of all Ethiopians. 

May those who have taken up arms in anger, revenge or even in the cause of 
justice, 
be converted to embrace the pathway of peace 
through hopeful dialogue and constructive collaboration. 

Grant, merciful God, we pray, peace in the nation of Ethiopia, 
so that there will be a return to the normalcy of daily living, without fear. 

Awaken, Triune God, your people to pursue the path of peace, mindful of these 
words: ‘blessed are the peace makers, for they will be called the children of God.’ 

Lift up your face to your people, O God, and grant them your peace. Amen 

*HYMN # Rejoice, the Lord is King  
 
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION: Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you  
The Lord strengthen you and renew your hopes  
May Jehovah shine his loving kindness on you  
and give you peace, now and forever. Amen  



 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                            

    *Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
 

Psalm 100   Song for thanksgiving 
 

Lift up a great shout of joy to the Lord! 
Go ahead and do it—everyone, everywhere! 
As you serve him, be glad and worship him. 

Sing your way into his presence with joy! 
And realize what this really means— 

we have the privilege of worshiping the Lord our God. 
For he is our Creator and we belong to him. 

We are the people of his pleasure.[a] 
You can pass through his open gates with the password of praise. 

Come right into his presence with thanksgiving. 
Come bring your thank offering to him 

and affectionately bless his beautiful name! 
For the Lord is always good and ready to receive you. 

He’s so loving that it will amaze you— 
so kind that it will astound you! 

And he is famous for his faithfulness toward all. 
Everyone knows our God can be trusted, 

for he keeps his promises to every generation! 
 

PRAYER LIST 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church 
office at 472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front 
entrances. Thank you. 
 

Marcie Brodish  Jim Brown 
Ashton Dixon      Len Dixon 
Mike Forberger     Gloria P. 
Father Patrick V. Kirsch    Jamie 
Anne Sedor Johnson    John Magyar 
Claudette Segear     Ryan Snyder 
Jeff Vietmeier     Colleen Wagner 
Michael Weller     Randy Wike 
Chris Wolfe      Todd Youngblood 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+100&version=TPT#fen-TPT-1477a
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