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GATHERING 
 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER: (responsively) 

 
Lord, your Spirit prepares the way within us reshaping our lives. 
Open our eyes this morning to see the joy you are bringing during this season as we sing 
hymns and listen to your living Word, that we may sing your praise. Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)        Ps. 95 

 
When will God’s promise be fulfilled? 
The days are surely coming. 
When we will be saved? 
The days are surely coming. 
How will we know the signs to take place? 
The days are surely coming 
when a branch from David shall come forth 
to execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
What shall it be called? 
The Lord is our righteousness. 

 
*HYMN #9 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

In this season so many voices wish to claim 
our attention, our time, and our dollars. 
At this font one Voice claims our whole lives: 
soul, body, heart, and mind. 
In humility let us confess our faults 
to the Voice who proclaims our forgiveness. 

  



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)       CTW 551c 
 

Coming Christ, 
you may not find us as you hoped. 
We’ve looked away from signs we do not wish to see. 
We’ve stopped listening to distress we do not wish to hear. 
We are numb to inconvenient truths. 
Keep us alert, O God, to the needs of our neighbors. 
Revive our hearts laden with compassion fatigue. 
Sharpen our minds clouded by worries. 
Sober our lives addicted to privilege. 
Show us the signs of your coming, 
that we may stand before you, the Son of Man, 
in whose name we pray. Amen [silent confession] 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (responsively) Isaiah 11:1 
 

A new branch will grow from a stump of a tree;  
so a new king will come from the family of Jesse. 
Massiah brings hope, renewal, and restoration in Christ Jesus. 
Believe the Good News 
In Jesus Christ we are Forgiven and Sent. 

 
*RESPONSE 
 
Hymn # 100“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” (refrain) 
 

“My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn.” 
(See insert for music) 

 
 
 
  



CANDLE LITANY - Jim Dixon Family        CTW 551c 
 

The world says, “All is lost.” 
God says, “All is loved.” 
The darkness says, “The light is dying.” 
The light says, “The fire is catching.” 
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.” 
Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.” 
 
As we light our first Advent candle, 
we pray for holy hope of God. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
Come now, O Prince of Hope. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (in unison) 
 

Holy God, our hope and strength, 
by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in our hearts 
for the coming of your Word, 
so that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 33:14–16       Pg. 645 
 
SECOND READING:  Psalm 118:15-20       Pg. 492 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON: “Gates of Righteousness” 
 
 

 
 
 

  



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Adapted from the Confession of 1967,9.19  (in unison) 
 

Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. 
His faith and obedience were the response 
of the perfect child of God. 
He was the fulfillment 
of God’s promise to Israel, 
the beginning of the new creation, 
and the pioneer of the new humanity. 
He gave history its meaning and direction 
and called the church to be his servant 
for the reconciliation of the world. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Invitation to the Table 

 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  
They will come from east and west,  
and from north and south,  
and sit at table in the kingdom of God.  
According to Luke,  
when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,  
he took the bread, and blessed and broke it,  
and gave it to them.  
Then their eyes were opened  
and they recognized him. 
 
This is the Lord's table.  
Our Savior invites those who trust him  
to share the feast which he has prepared. 

 
HYMN # 370 “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” (verse 1) 
 
  



The Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration: (responsively) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Merciful God, 
we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant mercy. 
May your spirit be in our midst as we break bread 
and share the cup in your son’s name. 
Draw us together and join us to Christ 
so we may receive forgiveness for our sin, 
find the new life Jesus brings us, 
and live by faith in him now and always, 
as we proclaim your glory as we sing to your holiness, saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us 
and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 

  



Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, gracious God, 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break together, and the cup we share together, 
may retell our common stories together, 
and reshape our common bonds together, 
and remember our common grace together, 
in the communion of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
the one in whose life and death you have torn down our divi-sions. 
 
Give us strength to serve you until the promised day of the resurrection, 
when with the redeemed of all the ages we will feast with you at your table in glory. 
Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever. 
 
As Christ our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav-en. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER— 1 Cor. 11:23-26 
 
Breaking the Bread and sharing the cup: 
 

Jesus said  "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never be hungry;” 
"I am the vine; you are the branches. Cut off from 
me you can do nothing, he who believes in me will 
never thirst.” 

 
Prayer after Communion (unison) 

 
God of hope and of provision, 
we rejoice that you satisfy our needs. 
By your presence in this meal, 
you have fed us and strengthened us, 
as a mother nourishes her baby. 



In this waiting season 
fill us with hopeful expectation 
that we may see the signs of your kingdom 
all around us and rejoice in your coming salvation and glory. Amen. 

 
*HYMN #2 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION:(Responsively)  1Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 
May the God of peace make you holy 
and the power of the Spirit sustain you 
Until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Psalm 25:1–10: Prayer for Guidance and for Deliverance 
 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust;  

do not let me be put to shame; 
do not let my enemies exult over me.  

3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;  
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;  
teach me your paths. 

 5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,  
for you are the God of my salvation;  

for you I wait all day long. 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,  

for they have been from of old.  
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  

according to your steadfast love remember me,  
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
8 Good and upright is the Lord;  

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.  
9 He leads the humble in what is right,  

and teaches the humble his way.  
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,  

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 
  



PRAYER LIST 
If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front entrances. Thank 
you. 

Marcie Brodish  Jim Brown 
Ashton Dixon      Len Dixon 
Mike Forberger     Gloria P. 
Father Patrick V. Kirsch    Jamie 
Anne Sedor Johnson     John Magyar 
Claudette Segear     Ryan Snyder 
Jeff Vietmeier      Colleen Wagner 
Michael Weller     Randy Wike 
Chris Wolfe      Todd Youngblood 
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