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GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (responsively)
Gracious God, we thank you for all you have done in our lives. We thank you
because we are called by your name and you are our God, the only true God.
Accept our thanks this morning. To-day is the day you the Lord has made; we will
rejoice and be glad in it. Lord, as we continue in the service, fill us with joy;
encourage us; surprise us with miracles and bind us with your chord of unity that
everyone sees your glory and faithfulness in us. Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively)
The God we worship is the giver of life:
the One who makes the dry tree green,
and grows a forest from the smallest seed.
The God we worship is the giver of life:
the One who forms us, names us, loves us,
and teaches us to share our lives with the world.
*HYMN #476 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!
*CALL TO CONFESSION:

Colossians 3:13

Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Therefore, let us confess our
sin to God and that the Lord forgive us our iniquities.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)
When our actions are not consistent with the truth of your gospel,
forgive us, Lord. Cleanse us and free us.
When our lives do not proclaim the power of your love,
compel us, Lord. Free us and forgive us.
When our minds are full of self-condemnation, with no room for your grace,
revive us Lord. Forgive us and compel us.
For our lives are rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ,
and through Christ. [silent confession]
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (responsively) Psalm 103:8-12
Here is the good news!
Christ died for us,
Christ rose for us,
Christ reigns in power for us,
Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Friends know that you are forgiven.
In Jesus Christ we are renewed and sent!
*GLORIA PATRI
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively)
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.)
THE WORD OF GOD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: (in unison)

Psalms 119:18-24

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. Open
wounded hearts to the balm of your Word. Speak to us in clear tones so
that we might feel our spirits leap for joy and skip with hope as your
resurrection witnesses. Amen
FIRST READING: Psalm 145:3-20
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SECOND READING:

Matthew 25:31-46

Page 807

SERMON: MATTHEW 25
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE
Gracious God, we rejoice in your forgiveness, so that we may serve you in the
spirit of gratitude. You have been our refuge in times of distress and have
enrolled us in unfailing love. You have sent us your Son to be our Savior; you
sent us not only the law but also the gospel of mercy. God, great is your
faithfulness and your compassion.
May your Spirit give strength to all your faithful people as they work and witness
in the world. Unite us in your truth and love and help us to show your love to
others. We pray for all people, for places where there is injustice and war. We
pray for those in need, for those in hospitals, and for the one who are expecting
results from medical reports. We pray that they feel your presence and loving
care. Surround them with your warm comforting arms and intervene in their fight
for peace and hope.
May we be able to help each other just as you love us. Help us to defend the
weak, speak truth and exercise justice. Lord, strengthen our faith; and we ask
that everything we will do this week, and all those we will meet will be for the
manifestation of your glory. Give us grace that we understand the meaning and
purpose of your love in our lives. Answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes as we
pray the prayer your son taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
*HYMN #151 Crown Him with Many Crowns
*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION

Revelation 1:5-6

To God be the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
*CHORAL BENEDICTION

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

Psalms 20 Trust in God
1

May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
2 May he send you help from the sanctuary
and grant you support from Zion.
3 May he remember all your sacrifices
and accept your burnt offerings.[b]
4 May he give you the desire of your heart
and make all your plans succeed.
5 May we shout for joy over your victory
and lift up our banners in the name of our God.
May the Lord grant all your requests.
6 Now this I know:
The Lord gives victory to his anointed.
He answers him from his heavenly sanctuary
with the victorious power of his right hand.
7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
8 They are brought to their knees and fall,
but we rise up and stand firm.
9 Lord, give victory to the king!
Answer us when we call!
PRAYER LIST

If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List,
please call the church office at 472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets
near each of the front entrances. Thank you.
Jim Brown
Len Dixon
Anne Sedor Johnson
Curtis Mellott
Colleen Wagner
Chris Wolfe
Donald Lewis

Ashton Dixon
Jamie
John Magyar
Jeff Vietmeier
Randy Wike
Todd Youngblood

