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GATHERING 
 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: (responsively) 
 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness. 
Come into God’s presence with singing! 
For the Lord is a gracious God, 
His mercy and faithfulness endures forever. 

 
*HYMN #403 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION:      Colossians 3:13 
 

Let us confess to God whatever has wounded us or brought injury to others, that 
we may receive mercy and become for each other ministers of God’s grace. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
 

You shower us with blessings, with chances to know your grace. Still, O Lord, we 
twist your promises and pray for blessings we can own. You call us to leave our 
selfish ways and follow your call to compassion. Still, O Lord, we choose shallow 
belief over transformative faith. You have told us that your love is enough, that 
the waters of mercy will not run dry. Still, O Lord, we choose fear instead of trust, 
hiding behind the illusion that we can survive on our own. Forgive us, Holy One, 
and by your forgiveness, offer us a chance to try again. Amen. [silent confession] 

 
  



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: (responsively)  Psalm 103:8-12 
 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or 
repay us according to our iniquities. 
 
Therefore, believe the good news of the Gospel! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, renewed and sent! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: (responsively) 
 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

(Please share the peace of Christ with those around you.) 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:      Psalm 19:14 
 

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 
sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURES: 
 
FIRST READING:   Acts 2:37-42     Page 885 
 
SECOND READING:  1Peter 1:13-25    Page 983 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON: "THE STATE OF THE CHURCH" 
 
  



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
*PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE      (Ref: Hostetter) 

 
Your wisdom, O God, is beyond all understanding, beyond our individual 
comprehension and beyond all the gathered wisdom of humanity. We are 
humbled by the glories of the heavens and the earth, by the powers of the wind 
and the tide; by energies of the living things; by the complexities of the 
relationships of all you have created. We are grateful for all the good gifts you 
have given us and the grace to use them for the benefit of humanity. We are 
thankful for the guidance you will continue to give us as we seek new ways to 
recover the balance of nature and full sharing with all your creatures. 
 
We glorify you O God for giving us your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for us and 
made reconciliation possible through His blood. Lord we pray for peace and unity 
in our country. God, help us to change and move beyond the wall of our 
backgrounds and the color of our skin. Make us changed agents on earth and 
ambassadors for forgiveness in our areas. Change us to speak love in the midst 
of hate; whisper the voice of unity in the face of division. We ask that you calm 
chaos and that people hate evil, love what is good, speak truth, and maintain 
justice. May the voices of chaos and division be quenched under the feet of 
mercy, the hands of grace and the voices of love. 
 
God, we pray for our leaders in our country and around the world and for the 
church universal. We ask that the sick are healed, the sorrowful are comforted, 
and the lost find their way toward your mercy. Make yourself known and comfort 
withering souls; bring hope to the hopeless in our community and in our 
churches. 
 
We ask all these in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*HYMN # 285 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 
 
 
 
 

 



*BLESSING AND CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION (responsively) 

Let your love be genuine. 
Hate what is wrong, 
Hold fast to what is good. 
Love one another with mutual affection. 
Take delight in honoring one another. 
Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. 
Support the needy 
Extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; 
Bless and do not curse them. 
And may the God of mercy dwell among you 
Now and forever. Amen! 

 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
  



Psalm 30 Exalt the Lord 
 

1 I will exalt you, Lord,  
for you lifted me out of the depths 

 and did not let my enemies gloat over me.  
2 Lord my God, I called to you for help,  

and you healed me.  
3 You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead;  

you spared me from going down to the pit. 
4 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people;  

praise his holy name.  
5 For his anger lasts only a moment,  

but his favor lasts a lifetime;  
weeping may stay for the night,  

but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
6 When I felt secure, I said,  

“I will never be shaken.”  
7 Lord, when you favored me,  

you made my royal mountain[c] stand firm;  
but when you hid your face,  

I was dismayed. 
8 To you, Lord, I called;  

to the Lord I cried for mercy:  
9 “What is gained if I am silenced,  

if I go down to the pit?  
Will the dust praise you?  

Will it proclaim your faithfulness?  
10 Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me;  

Lord, be my help.” 
11 You turned my wailing into dancing;  

you removed my sackcloth  
and clothed me with joy,  

12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent.  
Lord my God, I will praise you forever. 

  



PRAYER LIST 

If you have any names you would like added to the Prayer List, please call the church 
office at 472-6920 or place the names in the Offering Baskets near each of the front 
entrances. Thank you. 

Jim Brown      Ashton Dixon 

Len Dixon      Donald Lewis 

Jamie       Anne Sedor Johnson 

John Magyar      Curtis Mellott 

Jeff Vietmeier     Colleen Wagner 

Randy Wike      Chris Wolfe 

Todd Youngblood 
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