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“Guard your heart with all diligence, for from it flow springs of life…Let your eyes
look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give careful thought to the paths
for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. Do not swerve to the right or to the left;
turn your feet away from evil.” Proverbs 4:23-27
It is May, the beginning of a new month in 2022. May is the month when we see the
reality of a new beginning and new life after celebrating the resurrection of Christ on
Easter morning! Flowers show off their beauty, trees bring forth their true nature, and
the sky turns blue. We see athletes run, bikers ride their bikes, fishers go fishing, and
those who simply love gazing at nature go out and celebrate God’s creation. These
practices remind us of the need for refreshment and renewing the whole spectrum of
life.
Contrary to this simple leisure for rejuvenation and relaxation, these days many do this
for “spiritual purposes.” This is because spirituality and the desire for spiritual influences is the new vanity pursuit of our era, tending to replace an organized Christian
practice of prayer and meditations. For example, news sources reported that comedian
and actor Will Smith has traveled to India and arrived in Mumbai to practice “Yoga”
for “spiritual purposes” after he smacked Chris Rock at the Oscars in January.
In his latest article titled “Spring cleaning for your soul” contributed to the journal of
Biblical Leadership, our friend, Rev. Jim Farrer stated that “The words spiritual and
spirituality are poplar phrases, but the Bible refers to other words…The basic Bible
word translated as soul or psyche is nephesh. According to Hans Walter Wolff in Anthropology of the Old Testament this word means a needy living throat dependent upon
God’s breath to actually fill it to sustain life and health.”
When Christians talk about spiritual practice, we refer to the deep connection and relationship we have with God. It’s neither temporal nor superficial,
rather a call to live while anchored to the source of life-giving
God and depending on His well of grace to refresh our souls in
our journey with Him. In such practice, we ask for forgiveness,
seek the face of God for restoration, and ask the power of the
Holy Spirit to guard our hearts and fix our eyes on the Cross. In
that, the Lord enlightens our thoughts and gives us discernment
and understanding to keep us in the path of righteousness; the
righteousness that only sources from God and springs up to eternity.
The story of the empty tomb and the resurrection of Jesus Christ is, indeed, an affirmation and validation of real life after death. Our spiritual practice depends on this truth
and holds on to the hope in Christ. Hope is the new beginning and helps us look at our
challenges in a different perspective while relying on the sustaining power of God.
Therefore, let us remain diligent, fix our eyes on Christ and resume our true spiritual
practices this summer. Our gain in spiritual practices is not simply to make our minds
clear of our mistakes, but true spiritual discipline is our reward. In that, we renew and
restore our relationship; Christ transforms our worry into confidence, anxiety into reassurance, defeat of life into victory, sorrow into joy, fear into courage.
Pastor Owar Ojulu

Journey Complete

From Worship Committee:
Communion will be served as part of the weekly worship service on the
first Sunday of each month. We have transitioned away from the prepackaged communion elements back to the traditional prepared elements. If
you are interested in providing communion bread, helping to set up, or

serve, we encourage you to sign up on the 2022 communion sheet posted
on the bulletin board beside the church office.

The Pentecost Sunday service will be a
shared service with the Colver church.
Celebrate Pentecost with us at the 9:00
AM Worship service, Sunday, June 5th in
Colver.

HANDBELL CHOIR
The handbells were delivered to Schulmerich in Hatfield, PA
on April 22nd. Kevin McKenrick volunteered to deliver the handbells which saved us at least $400 in shipping charges. We contracted with Schulmerich to perform an Essential Refurbishment
on the 35+ year old set. They will dismantle each bell, replace all
minor parts in the clapper assembly, clean, polish the castings, reassemble, and voice/blend the handbells.
We have approval to host another Marianna’s Hoagie and Pizza sale and will have order forms available in May. We expect to
have fundraiser delivery on May 25th. Look for order forms at
the church.
We are also accepting donations to help us pay for the handbell refurbishment and purchase of new table pads.

From the Mission Committee:
The committee appreciates the support and the donations from the congregation. The committee
does not have a designated budget amount annually. The money spent is just what is collected
each year.
The following is a list of the projects for this quarter:
$400

To three families in need.

$500

To Redstone Presbytery for Disaster Assistance with Ukraine Refugees.

One Great Hour of Sharing— A total of $177.10 has been collected to date. (The committee will
be adding to this.) Donations will be accepted for One Great Hour of Sharing until May 8th.
Pine Springs Camp—We are offering to pay 1/2 of the cost for campers to attend Pine Springs
Camp.
Food Pantry Collections—We will resume quarterly Saint Vincent DePaul food pantry
collections.

What’s Happening...
The Session of Ebensburg Presbyterian Church held the regular meeting on April 20th. It opened with prayer
and a short study from James 1: 2-4. It encourages us that trials which test our faith produce endurance and growth in
our faith.
The agenda and minutes from March meetings were approved, and the Treasurer’s report was received. The
high cost of natural gas drove up expenditures to date for this year.
Committee reports included the following:
Budget, Finance & Stewardship- Our treasurer, Kris Segear attended an online training session from the Presbyterian Foundation and reported that the Foundation also can provide direct support for stewardship drives.
Communications discussed contacting members. Many of the session members have had difficulty because of
incorrect phone numbers or emails and members not responding to calls or emails. If your contact information has
changed, please update by sending corrections or calling the office.
The Discipleship Committee would like to thank everyone who helped with the Eggstravaganza. About 25 children attended and they had a great time making crafts and hunting for Easter eggs.
Family Life will set up a meeting for this month to discuss the Silver & Gold honors and the joint worship and
picnic with Colver Presbyterian that our church will host.
Mission reported sending gift cards to two members and also sent a donation of $500 to the Presbyterian Disaster Fund to help Ukrainian refugees. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is still being received and will be sent in
May. Watch for local Food Pantry Donations soon.
The Organ Restoration Committee is working on donor memorial plaques and they plan to have a hoagie/pizza
sale fund raiser this month.
The Pastor/Parish Relations Committee reported that a joint Pentecost service will be held at Colver and the
annual joint service and picnic will be at Ebensburg.
Property Management discussed replacing a faulty florescent light with an LED fixture. It was approved.
The Worship Committee discussed the successful return to served communion. There is a sign-up sheet to help
with setting up communion, providing bread, and for elders to serve it.
In Old Business the need to level the front sidewalk was discussed. We will try to find a contractor who can do
this work.
In New Business, several items were covered.
1. A bid from Elias for exterior painting and repair is accepted pending a few questions.
2. A new vacuum cleaner is needed, and it was approved to purchase a commercial one from Frye’s
for $259.
3. The hot water tank was not working properly, and it has been fixed.
4. A request from the Boy Scouts for use of the church building on May 1st was approved.
5. A discussion was held about inviting Paul Both, a missionary to Sudan and East Africa that we have
supported to come and speak while he is in the U.S.A. Arrangements will be discussed at the next
meeting.
Rev. Owar reported on the recent Presbytery meeting that included welcoming two ministers to Redstone
Presbytery. He discussed visits and calls made to ailing congregants. The young people attending the Eggstravaganza and participating in choirs is exciting.
The date for the next session meeting is Wednesday, May 11, 2022.

May 2

Matthew Feath

May 5

Ryan Alan McGill, Daniel McGill

May 7

Lucas Taylor

May 11

Kayt Makosy Williamson

May 14

Owar Ojha Ojulu

May 21

Ojha Owar Ojha

May 23

Kevin McKenrick, Chase Forberger

May 24

Neil McKenrick

May 26

David Sowers

May 29

Sarah Elizabeth Segear

May 31

Jim Stratton

Sunday Scripture Readings
May 1, 2022
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

On the road to Damascus, Saul sees a blinding light and is converted.
O Lord, you brought me up from the grave; my soul praises you.
The choirs of heaven sing: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain! Amen!
A miraculous catch of fish; Jesus tells Simon Peter: Feed my sheep.

May 8, 2022
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Peter raises Tabitha from the dead; many believe in the Lord.
The Lord is my shepherd, leading, protecting, and feeding me.
The redeemed worship at the throne of the Lamb, their shepherd.
Jesus says: My sheep hear my voice; I know them and they follow me.

May 15, 2022
Acts 11:1:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

Peter has a vision about unclean food; God’s gift of life is for all.
Praise the Lord, all creation! God is exalted in heaven and earth.
A new heaven and earth; a holy city; God’s home is among mortals.
Jesus gives a new commandment: love one another as I love you.

May 22, 2022
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10,
21:22-22-5
John 13:23-29

Hearing Paul in Macedonia, Lydia and her household are baptized.
May God by gracious and bless us; let the whole earth praise God.
A vision of the holy city; the river of life flows from God’s throne.
Jesus says: Keep my word; the Spirit will teach you; I give you peace.

May 26, 2022—Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11
Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus ascends into heaven.
Psalm 47
Clap, shout, and sing with joy: the Lord reigns over all the earth.
Ephesians 1:15-23
Christ is seated at God’s right hand, above every earthly power.
Luke 24:44-53
Jesus interprets the Scriptures; then he is carried up into heaven.
May 29, 2022
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14
John 17:20-26

Paul and Silas are arrested, but an earthquake destroys the prison.
The Lord reigns over all the earth; light dawns for the righteous.
The Lord says: See, I am coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Jesus prays that his disciples may be one as he is one with the Father.

If you need to contact Rev. Owar Ojulu for any pastoral needs
below is his contact information:
Email: ojh3o@yahoo.com
Phone: 507-304-5958 (cell phone)
Ebensburg Presbyterian Church: 814-472-6920

EBENSBURG FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year to Date as of February, 2022
Actual Operating Income:

$9,975.11

Actual Operating Expenses: $13,636.73
Gain/Loss:

($3,661.62)

2022 Per Capita
2022 Per Capita - Our Per Capita offering,
which supports the work of the presbytery, synod and general assembly, has been set at $43.00.
We are a connectional church, and we encourage you to submit your per capita as soon as
possible! Just mark your envelope or the memo
line on your check. We are then responsible for
sending this full amount to the Redstone Presbytery. Thank you!
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Worship 11:00 AM Happy Birthday,
& Facebook
Matthew Feath
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Happy Birthday,
Ryan and
Daniel McGill

Point of Freedom
NA Group—6 PM

Happy Birthday,
Lucas Taylor

Communion

Boy Scouts 6:00 - 8:00 pm

8

9

Worship 11:00 AM
& Facebook

Mother’s Day

11

Point of Freedom
NA Group—6 PM

Session—7 PM

Redstone PW
Spring Retreat
9:00 am—2:30 pm

Happy Anniv.
Becky Carlin &
Ralph Shuey
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Happy Birthday,
Owar Ojha
Ojulu

Happy Birthday,
Kayt Makosy
Williamson
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20

Point of Freedom
NA Group—6 PM

Worship 11:00 AM
& Facebook

14

21
NA Business
Meeting 9:45 AM
Happy Birthday,
Ojha Owar Ojha

22
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Worship 11:00 AM
& Facebook
Happy Birthday,
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Point of Freedom
NA Group—6 PM

Boy Scouts 6:00—8:00 pm

Kevin McKenrick, Chase
Forberger

Ascension of
the Lord

Happy Birthday,
Neil McKenrick

Happy Birthday,
David Sowers
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Worship 11:00 AM
& Facebook
Memorial Day

Point of Freedom
NA Group—6 PM

Happy Birthday,
Sarah Elizabeth
Segear

Happy Birthday,
Jim Stratton

Happy Anniv.
Barry & Kris
Segear
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Happy Anniv.
Roger & Laura
McGill

Ebensburg Presbyterian Church
200 North Center Street
PO Box 327
Ebensburg, PA 15931

