The Fellowship
The Monthly Newsletter of the
Ebensburg Presbyterian Church

October 2021
Ebensburg
Presbyterian Church
200 N. Center Street
Ebensburg, PA 15931
Mission Statement:
“Ebensburg Presbyterians are
Christians giving help and hope to all
by sharing God’s love.”
Church Office Hours
9:am-1: pm
Monday-Thursday
ebgpresby@gmail.com
814-472-6920
Worship Service
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Owar Ojulu
ojh3o@yahoo.com
Office Manager
Sally Kruley
Church Treasurer
Kristine Segear
Clerk of Session
Jim Stratton
Custodian
Don Buterbaugh
Organist
Melissa Douglas
Web page:
www.ebgpresby.org
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/Ebensburg
PresbyterianChurch

Then [Elijah ] was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep...
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ...Then
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way…” 1 Kings 19:1-18

When the prophet Elijah found himself deep in the throes of an existential crisis
posed by Queen Jezebel, he was greatly disturbed. The threat was so real that he
had to flee to Mount Horeb in search of God. Yet, it was sheer silence that he
found. He went and sat down under a solitary broom tree wishing to give up. He
had left his servant, his co-worker and most interestingly, yet sadly, Elijah left
the whole assembly of God behind in the mouth of threat of the queen. He
thought he was the only person alive because the queen had slaughtered his fellow prophets and many adherents. He didn't know that the Lord God had sheltered more prophets by hiding them from the Queen for a while. The Lord had
intervened in their case thereafter and delivered them.
“What are you doing here?” God asked Elijah in that sheer silence. Despite of
all his reasons and excuses, the Lord God encouraged Elijah to get up and return.
If you read the whole story, in 1 Kings 1a, you would learn that, upon his return, Elijah was able to anoint a king. Through him the famine that had fallen
on the nation for three years ceased; God showed himself as a consuming fire
on the prophets of Baal; and with his return Queen Jezebel and King Ahab's tyranny ended. Israel was restored, and the worship of the Lord was revived again.
In the last few decades, people keep saying the church is dying. The throes of
an external crisis is real, and we see the signs internally. It does seem that many
are wanting to die with others like Elijah. Elijah failed to see God's plan in his
survival from the dangers in Samaria. But what do you see?
Today I want to ask you some questions. You do not need to answer to me, but
just for your own meditation. Respond to the questions as the Lord directs your
heart and spirit-filled conscience.
What do you like about the Ebensburg Presbyterian Church? What is important
for you to keep your church alive? You might have been part of this church:
either born, raised, or joined when you are adult or a friend. You might be relocated or live in the community. When have you been back to visit the Ebensburg Presbyterian church or attend the service? Have you been considering supporting this church with your financial generosity or spiritual gifts? Or you are
afraid like Elijah, that you do not want to see the death of your church and
choose to stay away from it?

At this moment, you may listen the whispering voice asking; "What are you doing there?" Remember,
you might be our Elijah. You'd be part of the miracle to revive this church. As the year-end approaches,
think about Advent, Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year. Reflect on everything the Lord has done
in your life throughout this year or what this church has been for you. I ask that you consider how to support your church. The fact that others are closing their doors doesn’t mean we must also jump into their
wagon, though it's saddening.
Remember that the survival of the church in our 21st century depends on the generosity of the members as
the church seeks to claim its tradition, define its purpose, and pursue a future filled with hopes.
It's October! Even if the world around us is filled with chaos, nature brings us beauty, reminds us of the
changing of seasons, renews our hopes, and gives us new life. This reflects our life and faith journey. We
are constantly pressed hard with the circumstances of this world and crisis in our lives. Just as the challenges to Elijah’s church dwindled and that church revived and thrived, we should remember that our crisis is seasonal and will pass. We are stronger and steady with Christ by our side. Yes, “we are hunted
down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed” (1 Corinthians 4:9).
The church of Jesus Christ will not die in this world until he comes back as he promised. Also, I promise
you that this Church will never close its doors if we choose to face its crisis by joining our hands in cheerful giving and mission.
“Go, return on your way…”
Sincerely,
Pastor Owar

Global Peace and World Communion

The Ebensburg Presbyterian Deacons hosted another successful Kids’ Potato Patch during
Ebensburg’s PotatoFest. The 150 or so participants were engaged in potato-themed activities and crafts—with rock painting being the most creative. A special thank you was given
to the volunteers from CCHS Interact Club whose help was immeasurable. Our sponsors
include: McDonald’s, Jim Lyons Family, Bureau of Forestry, Smorto, Persio, Webb, & McGill

Law Offices, Hite Coal and Stone Supply (donated the rocks) and a firefighter who knows
Smokey. Also, members of our church donated their time to help with preparing crafts,
collecting money, and overseeing the activities.
The funds raised from the $4 donation for Kids’ Potato Patch are used by the Deacons to
purchase clothing items and a few Christmas presents for our local elementary and middle
school students, as well as Valentine gifts for members of our congregation who are unable
to attend church.

The Organ Restoration Committee sponsored mini golf for the Potato Fest on September 25 th. The
golf course had one hole outside beside the registration tents and the balance of the holes were
indoors in the sanctuary and overflow room. We reused the platforms, bumpers, obstacles, putters

and balls from two years ago but also added some new themes and holes. Our goal was to not
purchase materials for the new holes but to use what we had on hand or to reuse/repurpose materials. We had many hands to help set up the course and figure out how the puzzle went together on
Thursday evening. There were about 95 people who played the course and many were families
who purchased Potato Patch tickets with the discounted Mini Golf. Thank you to everyone who
helped out before, during and after the event as well as families who designed holes. We also had
a group of young people who designed and helped build their own hole “Candy Land”.

Halloween
Candy Land

Candy Land Team Finishes up Hole

Puppet Theater

Wizard Watches

Puppet Theater

Wizard’s Castle

From the Mission Committee
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS

October 3, 2021 is World Wide Communion and one of our 4 Special
Offerings: Peace & Global Witness

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast
off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace our God’s mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the world.
Specially marked envelopes will be available at the church on Sunday,
October 3rd.
To Learn More: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peaceglobal-witness/

From the Organ Restoration Committee

The following update letter was recently sent to members of our church family:
This letter is being sent on behalf of the organists and Organ Committee from the
Ebensburg Presbyterian Church.

*Fundraising for the first phase of organ restoration:
-$68,740 (Amount to purchase and install the organ console)
-$65,387.91 (Amount raised to date)
-$3,352.09 (Amount needed to pay off phase one)
Our goal is to have Phase 1 complete by the end of 2021.
*The committee is asking for support for the following upcoming fundraisers:
(volunteering or participating)
1) Marianna’s Pizza/Hoagie sale this fall—Date will be announced in an upcoming
newsletter
2) Mini-golf—the Committee will sponsor mini-golf in the church during Potatofest on
September 25, 2021
Do you have ideas for ways we can reach our goal? If so, we would love to hear from
you.
We appreciate all those who have donated their time and funds to this project and still
welcome assistance as we continue to raise the funds to pay for the console and move
into phase two of the project in the near future (reconnection of the pipes). If you
would like to send in a donation in memory of a family member or friend, a plaque will
be placed near the console with all names at the completion of the fundraising for this
first phase. You will be contacted prior to the completion of the plaque to determine if
you would like your name acknowledged as well. If you have already submitted a donation in memory of a family member or friend in the past for the organ console, this
information has been kept.
Sincerely,
The Organ Restoration Committee

What’s Happening...

The Session met September 8, 2021, at 7 pm with both in-person and zoom attendees. Bible study used the scripture Exodus 3: 1-4. Moses sees the burning, but
not consumed bush and we are reminded of God’s presence and actions. This was
followed by prayer to open the meeting.
The agenda was approved and in place of Book of Order training we received a
passage about learning through exploration.
The minutes from the August meeting were approved, and we received the Treasurer’s Report.
Reports from the committees were next.
Budget, Finance and Stewardship reported that the process for preparing the 2022

budget will begin in October.
Mission noted these donations from Benevolence Funds to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: $400 for Hurricane
Ida relief, $400 for Haiti support, $400 for U.S. Wildfire relief, and $400 to Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus.
The Nominating Committee is beginning to seek nominees for Session and Deacon openings for 2022. Please let
a session member or Reverend Ojulu know if you are interested in serving as an elder or deacon.
The Organ Restoration Committee continues preparations for their fundraisers to be held this Fall. Mini-Golf at
Potato Fest, a concert at Dickens of a Christmas, and a hoagie/pizza sale are planned. Please help with these fundraisers. Sign-up on the sheets found at the church or call the office to volunteer.
The Pastor/Parish Relations Committee reported that a joint Colver/Ebensburg Session meeting will be held October 7th at Colver. Also, the committee will meet in October
Property Management continues to work on trying to fix sills for the stained-glass windows and will get another
bid for the project. A leak from the glass over the gathering area behind the sanctuary and some incorrect wiring for
the emergency exit signs were discovered recently. They will work on these problems and keep us informed on
solutions.
Worship reported that World Communion Sunday will be celebrated on October 3rd.
The committee reports were accepted.
In Old Business, a donation of a tree and bench to the church from the Narcotics Anonymous group that meets
here was discussed. Judy Carl volunteered and was appointed to act as representative to the General Assembly.
In New Business, becoming a Matthew 25 Church was discussed. Links to information were sent to the session
members. [If you want to explore this, go to www.pcusa.org and type Matthew 25 in the search box.] Use of the
church by the ACRP was discussed. More information will be needed before approving the request. A request for
use of the parking lot for the Festival of Books on September 18 was approved.
Reverend Ojulu gave the Moderator’s Report. He contacted several congregation members. He will be speaking
to a group of St. Francis University students, and attending the installation of Ben Nti as pastor at Westmont Presbyterian Church.
James Stratton, Clerk of Session, reported about the yearly minutes review process and the need for a financial
review.
The Deacons are preparing for Potato Patch.
The October Session meeting will be the joint meeting at Colver on October 7th. The next regular stated meeting
will be November 10, 2021.

Sunday Scripture Readings
October 3, 2021
Job 1:1; 2:1–10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12
Mark 10:2–16

Satan begins a contest with the Lord, testing Job’s faithfulness.
Vindicate me, O Lord; I have trusted you and walked in integrity.
Now God speaks to us by a Son, made lower than the angels.
Jesus responds to a question on divorce and blesses little children.

October 10, 2021
Job 23:1–9, 16–17
Psalm 22:1–15
Hebrews 4:12–16 T
Mark 10:17–31

Job complains bitterly about the absence of God in his suffering.
My God, why do you forsake me? You lay me in the dust of death.
The living word of God is our judge; Jesus is our great high priest.
For God all things are possible; the last will be first in the kingdom.

October 17, 2021
Job 38:1–7 (34–41)
Psalm 104:1–9, 24, 35b
Hebrews 5:1–10
Mark 10:35–45

From the whirlwind, the Lord answers Job: Who else is like God?
Bless the Lord: sovereign over all things, wrapped in glorious light.
The Son of God suffered willingly; now he is our great high priest.
Jesus came to be a servant and to give his life for others.

October 24, 2021
Job 42:1–6, 10–17
Psalm 34:1–8 (19–22)
Hebrews 7:23–28
Mark 10:46–52

Now Job answers the Lord, and repents; God restores his fortunes.
I will bless the Lord at all times; I cried, and God answered me.
Jesus is a high priest forever; his own sacrifice was once for all.
Jesus restores Bartimaeus’s sight: Your faith has made you well.

October 31, 2021
Ruth 1:1–18
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11–14
Mark 12:28–34

Ruth decides to go with Naomi to Judah: Where you go, I will go.
Happy are those who put their trust in the Lord, the God of Jacob.
By the blood of Christ, our high priest, we will be made clean.
Jesus summarizes the commandments: to love God and neighbor.

If you need to contact Rev. Owar Ojulu for any pastoral needs
below is his contact information:
Email: ojh3o@yahoo.com
Phone: 507-304-5958 (cell phone)
Ebensburg Presbyterian Church: 814-472-6920

EBENSBURG FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Year to Date as of August, 2021
Actual Operating Income:

$47,963.48

Actual Operating Expenses: $53,902.89
Gain/Loss:

($5,939.41)

2021 Per Capita
2021 Per Capita - Our Per Capita offering,
which supports the work of the presbytery, synod and general assembly, has been set at $42.50.
We are a connectional church, and we encourage
you to submit your per capita as soon as possible! Just mark your envelope or the memo line
on your check. We are then responsible for
sending this full amount to the Redstone Presbytery. Thank you!
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